
While reading Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, gather information about one of the
main characters, Ani. You should add to each category as the story develops and you
learn more about her.

character study
imani 'ani' tariq
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What do you know about Ani?

What is Ani’s personality?
How does this develop throughout the
story?

What is Ani’s relationship with her twin
sister like? How does it change?

How does Ani handle strong emotions?



While reading Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, gather information about one of the
main characters, Riri. You should add to each category as the story develops and you
learn more about her.

character study
noori 'riri' tariq
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What do you know about Riri?

What is Riri’s personality?
How does this develop throughout the
story?

What is Riri’s relationship with her twin
sister like? How does it change?

How does Riri handle strong emotions?



character
comparison
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While reading Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, gather information about the two main
characters, Ani and Riri, and compare them.

Ani riri
Approach
to problem
solving.

Attitude to
rules and
authority.

How they
communicate
with others.

How they
handle
emotions.

How they
change
throughout
the story.



What we know for sure

While reading Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, compile a profile on one of the suspects.

List facts that are clearly stated in the text.

List clues that support the idea that this person could be involved.

List clues that do not fit or suggest innocence.

Write questions you would want to ask next.

Explain why this person might want to harm someone, based on what
the text shows.

suspect
profile sheet
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Suspect
name:

Possible motive

Evidence for

Evidence against

Questions still unanswered



Discussion Questions:

• Why does Ani feel upset that she was not asked about the decision?

• How do we know Ani is feeling overwhelmed, even though she never says,
'I’m overwhelmed'?

• Why does Ani describe Riri as her evil twin?

• What does Mrs Kostas’s behaviour suggest about how well she understands Ani?

• What does Ani’s physical reaction (roaring, pounding heart, running away)
tell us about how big this news feels to her?

• What does this extract suggest might cause conflict later in the story?
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Extract taken from Chapter 2 of Murder for Two by Niyla Farook.

discussion questions
extract 1



diary entry
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While reading Chapter 2 of Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, write a diary entry from
the perspective of Ani. Describe what you have just been told, how it made you feel,
and why you ran away from the Secret Garden. Also, use the diary entry to make a
prediction about what you think might happen next.

Dear diary,



diary entry
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postcard from castlewick

After reading Chapter 4 of Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, write a postcard from Riri to a friend in California.
Describe her first impressions of Castlewick, how she feels about staying with Ani and any worries she has about the visit.



Text copyright ©Niyla Farook, 2025 lllustration copyright ©Caroline Garcia, 2025

discussion questions
extract 2

Extract taken from Chapter 17 of Murder for Two by Niyla Farook.

Discussion Questions:

• Why does Ani question Riri about what she saw or heard in the bookstore?

• What does Riri’s quiet, careful reply tell us about her personality?

• How does Ani treat Riri during this conversation?

• Why does Riri become upset about what Ani writes on the timeline board?

• Is it ever acceptable to change evidence to protect someone’s feelings? Why or
why not?

• What problems could happen later because the timeline has been altered?



• a short opening paragraph summarising the fire
(who, what, where, when)

• quotes from witnesses or officials (you may

invent these, but they should sound realistic)

• information about what the police know and
what they are still investigating

Your report should include:

newspaper
report
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After reading Chapter 32 of Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, imagine you are a
newspaper reporter covering the house fire in Castlewick. Write a newspaper article
to inform the public about what has happened.

Use a formal, journalistic tone and
remember that newspapers can sometimes
exaggerate events to attract attention.

Try to make your report sound serious
and factual but consider how word
choice can create drama or bias.



newspaper
report
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CASTLEWICK HOUSE FIRE



Discussion Questions:

• How can we tell that Rodolfo is frightened, even before he explains why?

• What new information makes Ani stop accusing Rodolfo and start listening?

• How does this extract change what we think we know about Mrs Kostas?

• Do you think Rodolfo should have told the police about this earlier? Why or
why not?

• Is keeping information back the same as lying? Explain your thinking.

• Which earlier clues seem more important now that we have this new
information?
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discussion questions
extract 3

Extract taken from Chapter 36 of Murder for Two by Niyla Farook.



M
rs
K
os
ta
s

While reading Murder for Two by Niyla Farook, write a short tribute to Mrs Kostas
that shows a balanced view of her life. Your writing should recognise the kindness she
showed to others, acknowledge that she had a complicated past and avoid judging
her as simply good or bad.

obituary
mrs kostas
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